
I request that you set aside the request submitted by the ARRL regarding 
licensing restructure. While the ARRL does bring some worth ideas to the table 
on occasion, they have failed to do so regarding this matter. This is just 
another ruse, similar to the inception of the VE program. I personally believe 
that this is being driven in an attempt to, 1. Attempt to drive up profits for 
vendors/suppliers of equipment. 2. Appease the lazy by once again reducing their 
requirements to actually make an effort to learn. 3. Provide the entire amateur 
radio community an opportunity to again jump a license class without making an 
effort. Generals will become Extras over night.  We have already seen the 
degradation of our allocated frequencies which began deteriorating at the on set 
of the VE program. If this is not the case then why is Mr. Hollingsworth so busy 
doing the job that you should be doing? The argument that "We need younger HAMS" 
is not the best argument that should or could be made for the hobby. Since the 
near elimination of CW, the 2 meter wasteland has grown be leaps and bounds. I 
say wasteland because I hear the familiar "10/4, good buddy, profanity and all 
the 11 meter filth. It should be minimally obvious that most of the younger 
generation cannot afford to invest in new equipment as they are doing the same 
as we did at their age, raising families etc. Reducing knowledge of the hobby by 
memorizing the W5YI group Q/A pool will not bring anything of value to the 
hobby.  
I personally spoke with Mr. Haynie and ask him to withdraw HIS request until 
such time as think tanks could be established to gain a better perspective and 
create a truly win win situation. As you can see, he declined and pushed this on 
to you. As the FCC has, to my knowledge, never presented its desired agenda to 
the Amateur radio community at large, I do not know your true agenda. Therefore 
one can only make assumptions. If you are attempting to enhance communications 
by introducing more data modes, I do not believe that this is the correct 
approach. If one will not make an effort to learn beyond the W5YI group, what 
makes us believe the will jump on data modes? If you are just attempting to 
distant yourselves from enforcement, again I would have to seriously question 
this approach. I respectfully request that you consider rejecting the requested 
changes and ask the ARRL to come back and talk with the people it states it is 
representing. The recommendation as submitted is not in the best interest of 
Amateur Radio  not the FCC. Thank you for listening. 


